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TAGS: PINT.SOPN.BG 

SUB J : ZIA ADDRESSES NATION AS PRESIDENT; ANNOUNCES GENERAL ELECTIONS 
IN DECEMBER, 1978. 

1 . GENERAL ZIA GAVE HIS FIRST SPEECH TO THE NATION AS PRESIDENT 
THIS EVENING, APRIL 22. AFTER FIRST ASSURING THE PEOPLE OF BANGLA 
DESH THAT HIS GOVERNMENT AIMED AT RESTORING THE RIGHTS OF THE 
PEOPLE AND SUMMARIZING SOME OF HIS PREVIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS, 

SUCH AS IMPROVED LAW AND ORDER SITUATION AND DECREASED SMUGGLING, 
ZIA STATED THAT HE WAS DETERMINED TO RESTORE ELECTED GOVERNMENT 
TO BANGLADESH. THE MAJOR POINTS IN HIS TEN-MINUTE ADDRESS, 
SUMMARIZED FROM ORIGINAL BENGALI, WERE: 

-THE HOLDING OF A GENERAL ELECTION IS A LOGICAL STEP. 

FIRST, MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD IN AUGUST AND ULTIMATELY, 
ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE TO HOLD GENERAL ELECTIONS IN DECEMBER, 
1978; 

-A NATIONAL REFERENDUM BASED ON ADULT FRANCHISE WILL BE 
HELD MAY 30; 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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-AS THERE IS SOME DISSATISFACTION WITH THE CONSITUTTION, 

STEPS WILL BE TAKEN TO INTRODUCE CERTAIN AMENDMENTS. 

2. ZIA CONCLUDED HIS ADDRESS BY REASSURING THE POEPLE THAT THERE 
WERE SUFFICIENT FOOD STOCKS IN THE COUNTRY AND THAT MORE FOOD 
IMPORTS WERE COMING. HE WARNED ALSO THAT THE GOVERNMENT AND 
PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH WOULD NOT TOLERATE ANY DISTURBANCE OF 
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PEACE FROM ANY QUARTER, AND HE CLOSED HIS SPEECH BY HOPING 
THAT ALL BENGALIS WOULD COME FORWARD UNITEDLY TO SERVE THE 
NATION. 

3. COMMENT FOLLOWS BY SEPTEL. 

MASTERS 
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